Economics/International Studies 556:
Cooperation and Conflict in the Global Economy

“If goods don’t cross borders, armies will.” – Frederic Bastiat
Spring 2009





Lecturer:  Lucas M. Engelhardt

Class Time:  TR 2:30 pm-4:18 pm


E-mail:  engelhardt.26@osu.edu

162 MacQuigg Lab




Office:  321 Arps Hall








Office Phone:  292-2087








Office Hours:  Tuesday and 

     Thursday, 4:30-6:00 pm

Course Objectives

According to the course catalog, Cooperation and Conflict in the Global Economy examines “the economic, social, and political bases for and responses to increasing global economic integration.”
In reality, this course is about understanding why economic integration may be desirable, why barriers to such integration exist, and how institutions have been created to eliminate or overcome those barriers.
Required Texts
Textbook
Oatley, Thomas.  International Political Economy.  Pearson. 4th edition

ISBN-13:  978-0-205-72377-5
Available from the Barnes and Noble bookstore for about $86, also available on Amazon.com for the same price.
The 3rd edition is probably acceptable, as the core information is basically the same, though the 4th edition has some expansions and updates.

Throughout the course I will also provide article to be read for various assignments and lectures.  You will be notified of these via e-mail and Carmen.  So, be sure to keep space in your inbox for me to contact you.  Any large files will be put on Carmen, so you need not fear them ending up in your inbox.

Grading
Biweekly Reading Assignments/Thought Questions

25% 
Research Project





20% 
Policy Memorandum





25%

Final Exam






30% 

Biweekly Reading Assignments/Thought Questions
If you really want to understand globalization, you need to think about it from various perspectives.  The purpose of these assignments is to encourage you to think about the issues involved with globalization.  These assignments will be graded for quality and relevance out of 100 points, and then scaled to 5% of the grade for the course.
Due Dates:  April 9, April 28, May 7, May 21, June 4
Research Project
This project consists of three parts, and aims to sharpen your ability to collect data from the Internet, to organize it in a meaningful way, and to draw educated conclusions.  These are essential skills required to conduct empirical studies.  Some basic skills in Excel (or a similar spreadsheet program) are necessary in completing this project.  The instructor will provide an instruction sheet during the first few weeks of the quarter.
Due Date:  May 14
Policy Memorandum

You are expected to write a policy memorandum of 5-8 pages.  This task will require a modest amount of research.  In the memo, you will assume the role of a policy advisor to a politician in a country of your choosing.  This politician plays a prominent role in making policy that deals with trade and international finance.  Your memo should be written following these steps:  first, identify an interesting and controversial issue that involves many different interests.  Second, make a policy recommendation, arguing for it, and defending against the attacks of likely critics.  In this step, you should refer to theories and evidence from the course and from outside sources.  At the conclusion of your analysis, you should articulate clearly what policy tools you would use to implement the proposal and what the direct and indirect consequences are on the affected parties, both at home and abroad.  During the 5th and 6th weeks of the quarter, each of you is expected to meet with me individually during office time to submit a one-page statement containing a description of the central issue, an outline of the memo, and the likely sources of information.
Due Date:  May 28th
Final Exam

The final exam will be on Wednesday June 10 from 3:30-5:18 in MacQuigg 162 (our normal room).  It will be essay-based and comprehensive.  Do not plan to leave town before then.
Minimum Letter Grades
< 35 points – E

>35, <50 points – D

50-60 – C-
60-70 – C

70-80 – C+

80-83 – B-

83-86 – B

87-89 – B+

90-93 – A-

94+        A

If necessary, a curve will be applied.  However, there is no guarantee of a curve.




Class Policies
1.  Attendance is expected, though I will not take attendance.
2.  Food and drink are allowed, presuming that food/drink related noise are kept to a minimum.  (In other words, no noisy bags/wrappers.)

3.  Cell phones:  cell phones should be off or silenced, and should not be used for text messaging during class.  If your cell should ring during class, I will likely ask who it is, and perhaps make a joke about it.
4.  Sleeping:  Please avoid sleeping in class.  If you do fall asleep, I will make a point of not waking you.

5.  Late assignments – Late assignments will not be accepted.
6.  Academic Misconduct: It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct.  The term “academic misconduct” includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations.  Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487).  For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct: (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/resource_csc.asp). 
Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.
Tentative Schedule

March 31 – Introduction
April 2 – International Political Economy (Chapter 1)
International Trade Relations
April 7 – The WTO and the World Trade System (Chapter 2)
April 9 – The Political Economy of International Trade Cooperation (Chapter 3)
April 14 – A Society-Centered Approach to Trade Politics (Chapter 4)
April 16 – A State-Centered Approach to Trade Politics (Chapter 5)
April 21 – Trade Game Day 1

April 23 – Trade Game Day 2

Trade and Development
April 28 – Trade and Development I:  Import Substitution Industrialization (Chapter 6)
April 30 – Trade and Development II:  Economic Reform (Chapter 7)
Direct Foreign Investment
May 5 – Multinational Corporations in the Global Economy (Chapter 8)
May 7 – The Politics of Multinational Corporations (Chapter 9)
International Monetary Relations
May 12 – The International Monetary System (Chapter 10)
May 14 – Contemporary International Monetary Arrangements (Chapter 11)
May 19 – A Society-Centered Approach to Monetary and Exchange-Rate Policies (Chapter 12)
May 21 – A State-Centered Approach to Monetary and Exchange-Rate Policies (Chapter 13)
May 26 – Developing Countries and International Finance I:  The Latin American Debt Crisis (Chapter 14)
May 28 – Developing Countries and International Finance II:  A Decade of Crises (Chapter 15)
June 2 – Globalization:  Consequences and Controversies (Chapter 16)
June 4 – Review
Final - Monday, June 8 – 1:30 PM – 3:18 PM
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