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Course Objectives

This course has been designated by the Department of Economics as a “second-level writing course”.  According to the Center for the Study and Teaching of Writing (CSTW) website, such a course should:
· Deal with some aspect of the US experience

· Focus on expository writing, in which students write papers that employ/develop their skills in analysis, synthesis, and the use of evidence.

· Provide writing instruction and extensive experience in writing

· Enhance students’ skills in reading, listening, and speaking by encouraging students to analyze and synthesize course material in oral form and provide appropriate feedback

· Stress revision.  Students submit drafts of their writing and have the opportunity to revise their work after receiving comments

In order to achieve these goals, a significant amount of reading and writing will be required, which should not be a surprise.  However, we will also spend a significant amount of time developing informed stances on relevant economic issues, and learning to defend those stances.  It is my hope that at the end of the course, you will be a more informed member of society, and will also have the skills in reasoning to make wise judgments regarding future economic issues and to defend your judgments.

Required Texts
Deirdre McCloskey, Economical Writing, Waveland Press, Inc., 1999.

This is a very cheap ($12) guide to better writing in economics.

You should also get a subscription to the Wall Street Journal for the time you’re in class.  A subscription to the  student edition is available here:  http://subscribe.wsj.com/quarter  You should be able to get it for $35 or so for the quarter.
The Three Tracks
The goal of this course incorporates two parts:  learning about writing economics, and learning about current issues impacted the US Economy.  To achieve these two goals, the course is organized into three inter-related “tracks”:  Current Issues, Writing Well, Varieties of Economic Writing.
Current Issues

We will spend significant time studying and discussing current issues affecting the economy.  Exactly what are these issues?  Well, in large part, that’s up to you.  During the first day of class, I will take a survey to find out what the class would like to discuss.  After examining the answers, I will assign readings about the topics that the class chose.  These readings will be a variety of newspaper, magazine, and online articles, and possibly articles from scholarly journals or scholarly “working papers”.
Writing Well
In addition to spending time discussing current issues, we will also spend time building the grammar and style skills needed to write effectively.  This process may include editing, proofreading, and diagramming sentences.  For these classes, McCloskey’s book is a good one.  Assigned readings are listed in the Incomplete Schedule
Varieties of Economic Writing
The final track ensures that you gain experience both reading and writing a variety of types of economic literature.  This includes blogs, articles and books for popular audiences, articles for academic audiences, and book reviews.

Class Format

Lecture/Discussion

During lecture time we will typically either discuss good writing techniques or some current issue that is relevant to the US economy.  For these times to be effective, you must come prepared.  I expect you to have read the assigned articles/chapters so that you will be ready to discuss them.
Presentations

Each student is required to give a 5 minute “news segment” presentation about an article they find in the Wall Street Journal – or from another reputable news source.  The article must be approved by me.  If you wish, you can prerecord the presentation segment.  After the presentation, there will be a short question and answer session in which the class may ask questions relating to the article.  Commentary on the news item is appropriate – but should not get in the way of good reporting of the facts.
Workshops

Some class periods have been set aside for writing workshops.  You must come prepared if you wish to participate – and participation in these workshops is part of the grade on your final paper.
Grading

	Small Assignments
	37.5%

	Presentation
	12.5%

	Term Paper
	37.5%

	Participation
	12.5%


Small Assignments
A variety of small writing assignments will be given throughout the quarter.  These are designed to expose you to different types of economic writing and to give you some experience in them as well.  Assignments will be graded according to the Holistic Grading Guide.
Presentation

Discussed above.  Presentation will be graded on appropriateness of tone, ability to communicate the main ideas, and ability to answer fair questions.
Term Paper

The term paper will be a 2500 to 3000 word paper that explores a relevant economic issue approved by the instructor.  In addition to any class readings you must use outside credible sources (newspapers, journals, books, not message boards, Wikipedia, personal websites, or personal blogs).  Like the position papers, the term paper should be double-spaced and use a standard font and size.

Grades on the Term Paper will be as follows:

1. Submit a Topic and Brief Research Proposal (10 points)

All students must choose a topic and submit a brief typed proposal.  This proposal should include your main points of emphasis and your justification for why the topic is important.  I will review your proposal and provide some comments.  I will then either approve the topic, or suggest an alternative.  The proposal is due April 8th.  This grade is given for completion.

2. Annotated Bibliography (15 points)

All students must submit an annotated Bibliography.  This Bibliography should include at least four specific likely sources.  For each source, the student should provide the name of the author, the title, publication information (which varies depending on the type of source), and a brief description of the source (about two sentences).  The Annotated Bibliography is due April 15th.  This grade is given for completion.
3. First Draft (25 points)

Your Peer-Review First Draft should be submitted to Carmen by 11:59 on April 29th.  To receive points for participation in that workshop, you must bring a printed copy of your first draft with you for review.  You must submit the “Lucas First Draft” of the paper to me by 11:59 on May 6th.  This first draft should be a “complete” paper that includes an introduction, a complete and logical argument, a complete review of relevant literature, a conclusion, and a complete list of sources.  In other words the content of the paper should be very near a final product.  I will make comments about your first draft and provide you with suggestions for the final draft.  Remember:  the closer the first draft is to a final draft, the less work you’ll have to put in for the final draft.  Also, the first draft may be turned in early, which will ensure that you get the paper and comments back faster.  This draft will be graded for content, style, and grammar according to the Holistic Grading Guide.
4. Final Draft (50 points)

The final paper is due May 20th.  It will be graded for content, style, and grammar according to the Holistic Grading Guide.
Participation

Attendance will be taken in this class in the form of written “minute papers”.  To get a good score in participation you must (1) attend class regularly, as evidenced by answering minute papers, and (2) participate in the discussion in a meaningful manner.  This can include asking insightful questions or giving insightful answers.
Paper/Assignment Submission
Papers should be submitted electronically to the Carmen Dropbox by 11:59PM on the due date.  Obviously, it’s a bad idea to try to upload the paper at 11:58PM, as a variety of computer-related problems may prevent your paper from uploading properly.  The wise choice would be to submit the paper before class on the due date.
Letter Grades

If you earn at least a 90%, you will be guaranteed an A or A-.  A score of less than 50% will receive a D+ at best – which, by University Rules, is not enough to count toward major requirements.  Other grades will be determined based on natural breaks – so that a fraction of a point should not be enough to make the difference between grades.  This method accounts for the inherently subjective nature of the grading in this course.

Class Policies
1.  Attendance is expected.  Failure to attend class will result in a poor participation grade, and little sympathy from the instructor if your grade is not what you would like.  Education is a partnership, and poor attendance indicates a lack of desire to be part of that partnership.

2.  Food and drink are allowed, presuming that food/drink related noise are kept to a minimum.  (In other words, no noisy bags/wrappers.)

3.  Cell phones:  cell phones should be off or silenced, and should not be used for text messaging during class.  If your cell should ring during class, I will likely ask who it is, and perhaps make a joke about it.
4.  Sleeping:  Please avoid sleeping in class.  If you do fall asleep, I will make a point of not waking you.

5.  Late assignments – I reserve the right to treat late assignments arbitrarily.  This reserved arbitrariness includes not accepting the assignment at all, accepting with a late penalty, accepting without a late penalty, and assigning the grade by random chance.  Also, I do not guarantee that I will treat late assignments equally, so any complaints of “unfair treatment” have no weight.  If you want your assignment to be treated fairly, then submit it on time.
6.  Academic Misconduct – I abide strictly by University Rule 3335-31-02 which states that “Each instructor shall report to the committee on academic misconduct all instances of what he or she believes may be academic misconduct.”  Sentence given by the Committee on Academic Misconduct is generally, at minimum, failure of the course, and may be more severe.  In other words, “Don’t cheat.  It’s not worth it.”

Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office of Disabilities Services will be accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs.
Tentative Schedule

March 30 – Introduction, Syllabus, World’s Smallest Political Quiz, Political Spectrum

April 1 – Philosophical Foundations of Policy Evaluation

April 6 – Writing Process/Proposal/Thesis Writing Workshop
April 8 – Current Event Topic – To Be Determined – Proposal Due
April 13 – Research Process Workshop

April 15 – Current Event Topic – To Be Determined – Annotated Bibliography Due
April 20 – Writing Workshop – Read McCloskey’s Book

April 22 – Current Event Topic – To Be Determined – Market Analysis Due
April 27 – Presentation Day 1
April 29 – Current Event Topic – To Be Determined – Peer-Review First Draft Due
May 4 – Peer-Review Workshop – Bring Rough Draft
May 6 – Current Event Topic – To Be Determined – First Draft Due
May 11 – Current Event Topic – To Be Determined
May 13 – Presentation Day 2 – OpEd Due 
May 18 – Current Event Topic – To Be Determined
May 20 – Presentation Day 3 – Final Draft Due
May 25 – Current Event Topic – To Be Determined
May 27 – Presentation Day 4 – Book Review Due
June 1 – Current Event Topic – To Be Determined
June 3 – Wrap up day – Personal Guide to Better Writing Due
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